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QTL Analysis of Morphological and Yield-Related Traits of Soybean under
Different Nitrogen Levels
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Abstract: Soybean morphology and yield-related traits are important breeding targets. The corresponding ecological genotypes
are suitable to specific nitrogen usage condition. In order to clarify the genetic basis of morphological and yield-related traits
under different nitrogen levels, the 156 RILs derived from cross Dong L13 x Henong 60 were planted under normal and zero
nitrogen usage in three environments. And we analyzed the QTL controlling the plant height, number of nod of main stem,
number of pods per plant, number of seeds per plant, 100-seed weight, and seed weight per plant. The results showed that
there were significant differences between the two parents in each trait, and each trait of RIL population followed normal
distribution with the genetic characteristics of quantitative traits. A total of 71 QTLs were detected by QTL analysis, which
explained the phenotypic variation of 3. 88% —41. 12%. Six QTLs were detected under normal and no nitrogen application,
29 QTLs were detected under non-nitrogen application, and 42 QTLs were detected under nitrogen application. In this study,
45 QTLs of the detected regulatory traits were newly discovered. The results of the present research would provide theoretical
and technological support for molecular breeding on nitrogen ecotype in soybean.
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Table 1 The descriptive analysis of characteristics of RIL6013

FA RIL 44
. . AR LI3 “4< 60 EEIME bREE R/ME BOKE it £ W i
Trait Environment
Dongnong L13  Henong 60 Mean SD Min. Max. Skewness Kurtosis
PR El NO 99. 50 126. 00 108. 59 19. 04 62.00 143.33 -0.38 -0.82
Plant height NI 78. 67 134. 00 104. 15 18.39 58.33 135.33 -0.76 -0.26
E2 NO 117. 50 144. 67 130. 40 18.61 54. 10 171. 60 -0.68 -0.44
N1 105. 67 139. 67 121. 89 19. 20 41. 00 149. 00 -0.98 1.09
E3 NO 101. 00 128. 50 122. 81 18.70 74. 00 153. 00 -0.95 0.12
N1 97. 00 137. 50 121. 12 20.61 40. 50 152. 00 -1.30 1.82
TH El NO 11. 50 12. 00 14. 04 2.19 7.33 20. 50 0. 38 0.36
Number of nod of main stem N1 11.67 14. 50 14. 13 2.71 8.00 24. 50 0.93 1.79
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Trait Environment | ACLI3 H4< 60 EE S bfEE BRAME BORME T W
Dongnong 13 Henong 60 Mean SD Min. Max. Skewness Kurtosis
E2  NO 10. 50 13.00 14.18 1.88 9.00 18. 67 -0.32 0. 56
NI 11.67 15.00 13.77 1.74 8. 00 17.33 -0.65 0.73
E3  NO 14. 50 11. 50 15.52 2.18 8. 50 21.00 -0.05 0.09
NI 12.50 13. 00 15.48 2.04 7.50 20. 00 -0.40 1.21
LRk IR El NO 33.00 32.00 35.20 7.67 9.67 60. 50 0. 09 0.96
Number of pods per plant N1 31.00 48.00 38.08 10. 26 16. 50 75.00 0.73 0. 86
E2  NO 23.50 39. 67 38.10 9.65 15. 67 85. 50 0. 69 3.09
NI 42.00 47.67 36. 83 7.57 21.67 60. 50 0.39 0.19
E3  NO 54.50 32.50 48.09 9.95 28.00 79. 50 0.58 0.56
NI 40. 50 41.50 46.38 8.95 23.50 73.50 0.29 0.08
PR EL El  NO 86. 50 72. 00 87.79 23.58 18.67 165. 33 0.24 0.73
Number of seeds per plant N1 80. 67 130. 50 96.29 28.76 33.50 200. 67 0.63 0.58
E2 N 56. 00 92.00 91.28 25.35 36. 00 231.50 1.20 5.40
N1 111.00 117. 00 88.43 19.70 43.50 162. 33 0.58 1.22
E3 NO 132.50 78.00 118.17 27.45 66. 00 215. 00 0.92 1.67
NI 99. 00 95.50 112.75 23.49 61.50 188. 50 0. 66 1.00
Mo El NO 13.32 16.70 16. 90 4.79 3.59 30.91 0.29 0.40
Seed weight per plant N1 13.28 27.51 18.77 5.69 6. 80 40.33 0.78 1.25
2 NO 12.62 16. 62 20.22 5.46 8.28 43.57 0.55 1. 69
N1 23.51 28.17 19.55 4.60 9.68 35.27 0. 42 0.71
E3 NO 22.60 14.27 23.388 6.12 10. 47 45.54 0. 59 0.77
N1 16. 86 20. 41 24.10 5.76 11.57 46. 62 0. 64 1.07
R E El1  NO 15. 40 23.20 19.41 2.79 13.18 25.82 -0.37  -0.28
100-seed weight NI 16. 46 21.08 19.54 2.53 12.35 24.97 -0.37 0.18
2 NO 22.54 18.06 22.46 2.33 15.78 27.54 -0.65 0.20
NI 21. 18 24.08 22.15 2. 60 13.32 28.07 -0.84 1.07
E3 NO 17.06 18.29 20. 32 2.90 13.42 28.71 0. 14 0.13
NI 17.03 21.37 21. 44 2.74 15.02 28.76 0.16  -0.05
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Table 2 QTL associated with morphdogical and yield-related traits

Py A €2 v S Sk ST

Fegk HHH FRICEC I R FR - ‘
Traits Environment QL Marker interval PVE/ % Lob Additive Source of
effect synergistic allele
R NO E3 qPH-AI-1 Sat_267 ~ Sat_374 8.0977 3.0864 -6.1186 A4k 60
Plant height NO El qPH-BI-2 Satt583 ~ Satt359 7.3740 2.7713 9.9156 FAe 113
N1 El qPH-BI-2 Satt583 ~ Satt359 6.2190 2. 6692 8.7937 A L13
NO E2 qPH-BI-2 Satt583 ~ Sat_359 7.3740 2.7713 9.9156 Aqe 113
N1 E2 qPH-BI-3 Satt197 ~ Sat_123 9. 8911 4.1834 16. 4528 FAe 113
N1 E3 qPH-BI-3 Satt197 ~ Sat_123 8.9672 3.1150 13. 7660 g L13
N1 El qPH-B2-1 Satt474 ~ Sat_230 7.2361 3.1801 5. 6863 A 113
N1 E3 qPH-B2-2 Satt168 ~ Sat_009 7.3755 3.5047 7.9426 Ak L13
N1 E3 qPH-B2-3 Sat_230 ~ Satt070 4. 0900 2. 8338 —4. 4060 A% 60
NO El qPH-CI-1 Satt713 ~ Satt565 6. 5955 2.5930 5.0702 A 113
N1 E3 qPH-C2-1 Satt316 ~ Satt277 12.2538 7. 8964 -17.3337 A4 60
N1 El qPH-D1a-3 Sat_413 ~ Sat_160 31. 8498 2.7994 13. 4575 %4 113
N1 E2 qPH-D1a-4 Satt254 ~ Satt515 9. 8470 2. 6883 6.6102 KA 113
N1 E3 qPH-E-2 Satt651 ~ Satt045 10. 0425 4.9352 6. 8646 e L13
N1 E3 qPH-E-3 Satt685 ~ Sat_136 11. 4316 5.9532  -11.2642 4k 60
N1 El qPH-F-1 Sat_417 ~ Sat_039 41. 1240 2.8211 12. 5361 e 113
N1 E3 qPH-F-1 Sat_417 ~ Sat_039 17. 4886 4.3716 9.2010 A L13
NO E3 qPH-F-1 Sat_417 ~ Sat_039 33. 1500 2. 8246 10. 9811 A4 113
N1 E3 qPH-F-2 Sat_240 ~ Satt030 5. 8086 3. 6848 -9.2343 A4 60
NO E3 qPH-J-1 Sat_255 ~ Sat_394 27.1981 4. 4901 -9.758 A4 60
N1 E3 qPH-J-2 Sattd14 ~ Sat_255 6. 8836 3.6218 5.7026 KA 113
N1 E3 qPH-K-1 Sat_087 ~ Sattl67 10. 2874 4.2125 -17.2250 &4 60
NO E3 qPH-L-1 Sat_191 ~ Sat_405 6. 6970 2.7026 5.1759 %A 113
N1 E3 qPH-L-2 Satt373 ~ Satt313 3.8791 2.7116 4.2719 KA 113
N1 E3 qPH-L-3 Sattd48 ~ Satt182 4.0325 2.6411 -4. 6204 AR 60
N1 El qPH-M-2 Sat_389 ~ Satt210 6. 5658 2.7114 5.2662 %A 113
N1 E3 qPH-M-2 Sat_389 ~ Satt210 12. 0913 7.1921 8. 0802 KA 113
N1 E2 qPH-M-3 Sat_226 ~ Satt536 11. 1731 4.7921 -6.5051 A4 60
N1 E3 qPH-N-1 Satt584 ~ Satt660 11. 9799 6. 1516 12. 5061 Rk 113
N1 El qPH-0-1 Sat_341 ~ Sattd479 11. 5265 3.8844 -6.8136 A4 60
& NO El gNN-Al-1 Satt] 74 ~ Satt545 9.1776 3.673 -1.2920 A4 60
Number of main stem node N1 E3 qNN-B14 Satt197 ~ Sat_123 7.4719 2. 8862 1. 4781 Rk 113
N1 E3 gNN-B2-2 Sat_230 ~ Satt070 13. 7754 4.2000 -0.7911 A4 60
NO El gNN-C2-3 Satt376 ~ Satt307 7. 3960 3.7586 0. 8218 % 113
NO El gNN-C2-4 Satt307 ~ Satt202 7. 8571 3.3715 -0.7443 A% 60
N1 El gNN-Dla-2  AZ302047 ~ satt402 7.4518 3.1220 -0.7559 A4 60
NO E3 gNN-Dla-2  AZ302047 ~ satt402 12. 5946 2.7854 0. 7935 Rk 113
N1 E3 gNN-Dla-2  AZ302047 ~ satt402 11. 6415 4. 5681 0.7357 %A L13
NO El gNN-H-2 Satt293 ~ Sattl181 7. 6455 3.9139 0. 6964 % 113
N1 El qNN-H-3 Satt181 ~ Satt434 6. 0848 2.5705 -0.7611 A4k 60
N1 El gNN-L-1 Satt373 ~ Satt313 8.3921 2.5316 0. 8334 A L13
NO E3 gNN-L-2 Sat_191 ~ Sat_405 8. 1403 2.6898 -0. 6947 A4 60
N1 El gNN-M-2 Sat_226 ~ Satt536 15.2039 4.2901 -1.0704 A% 60
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R IERL N1 E3  gPNPP-B2-1  Sai_009 ~ Satt474 7.2062 3.2781  2.9987 #ife L13
Number of pods per plant N1 El  ¢PNPP-Dla-4 AZ302047 ~ Satt402 9. 1504 3.6556 -3.1755 44 60
N1 E3  ¢PNPP-Dla-4 AZ302047 ~ Satt402 14. 9420 5.1225  3.6182 #fe L13
NO E2  ¢PNPP-G-3 Sati352 ~ Satt564 10. 1213 4.1063  -9.6698 Ak 60
NO E3  gPNPP-G4 Salt688 ~ Sat_372 7.9435 2.7397  3.2059 #fe L13
NO El qPNPP-L-I  Sat_405 ~ Sat_195 12. 8950 3.2381  —3.4401 A4 60
N1 El qPNPP-L-2 Satt373 ~ Satt313 9.5718 3.5054  3.3626 #fe L13
LR S TR N1 El  gSNPP-CI-I  Sat_367 ~Sat_140 6.7939 3.1362 9.2292 R4 L13
Number of seeds per plant N1 El  ¢SNPP-C2-3  Sau376 ~ Satt307 8. 5306 2.7986 -12.8031 Ak 60
NO E3  ¢SNPP-C24  Sat316 ~ Satt277 7.2392 2.5161  7.4837 A L13
NO E2 ¢SNPP-G2  Sat_117 ~ Sau352 18. 4876 4.9562 -28.5603 44 60
NO El qSNPP-L-2  Sat_405 ~ Sat_195 16. 4538 3.7609 -12.1809 A 60
B PR NO El  ¢SWPP-BI-1 BE806308 ~ Sat_272 5.5184 2.6598  —2.4502 A 60
Seed weight per plant NO El  ¢SWPP-BI-2  Satt583 ~ Satt359 7.5603 3.6544  2.4960 #ife L13
N1 E3  ¢SWPP-B22  Saud74 ~ Sat_230 11. 1734 3.8892  —2.0496 44 60
NO El  ¢SWPP-CI-2  Sau713 ~ Satt565 7.3231 3.4175  1.3395 e L13
NI El  ¢SWPP-CI-3  Sat_367 ~ Sat_140 9.3722 3.2501  2.1082 A L13
NO El  ¢SWPP-C2-3  Sau202 ~ Sau371 5.8947 2.9237 -1.3857 Az 60
N1 El  ¢SWPP-Dla-2  Saul47 ~ Sai_413 12.2102 3.2908  2.2012 #ife L13
N1 E3  ¢SWPP-DIb-3  Sat_096 ~ Sat_289 19. 2503 2.5117  -3.6984 Az 60
NI E2  ¢SWPP-E-1 Satt483 ~ Satt553 6.7548 2.5795  1.2182 Ak LI3
N1 El qSWPP-G-2 Satt309 ~ Sat_210 13.9761 4.6309 -2.3954 A% 60
NO El  ¢SWPP-H-2 Sati293 ~ Satt181 8. 6228 4.2457  1.6020 #ife L13
N1 E3  ¢SWPP-H-2 Salt293 ~ Satt181 7. 6021 3.0718  1.8093 e L13
NO E3 qSWPP-J-1 Salt596 ~ Satid14 7.3848 2.6555 —1.6678 Ak 60
N1 E3 gSWPP-J-2  Sat_228 ~ Sat_065 7. 8580 3.2641 1.7583 AR L13
NO E1 qSWPP-L-3  Sat_405 ~ Sat_195 27.1059 9.6451  —2.9649 A4k 60
NO El  ¢SWPP-N-1 Satt237 ~ Sat_166 8. 1634 3.8267 —3.6842 A4z 60
[EE A N1 E2 qHSW-AI-1 Satt545 ~ Sat200 8. 5326 3.0446  1.2822 e L13
100-seed weight N1 E3 qHSW-Al-2 Sattl74 ~ Satt545 9. 7050 3.4275  -1.7066 4% 60
NO E1 qHSW-BI-1 Salt583 ~ Satt359 6. 4475 3.1908  -0.7764 Ak 60
NO E1 qHSW-CI-1 Salt713 ~ Sati565 9. 5400 3.8448  0.9277 #ife L13
NO El qHSW-C2-2 Satt681 ~ Sat281 14. 4814 6.5038 —1.1629 Az 60
NO El qHSW-D2-1 Satt186 ~ Sat_333 5. 6633 2.8005 —0.8029 A% 60
NO El qHSW-D2-2  Sat_194 ~ Sat_001 6. 4062 3.1646  0.7889 AR L13
N1 E2  gHSW-D2-2  Sal_194 ~ Sat_001 13. 1881 6.1163  1.0681 #ife L13
N1 E2  gHSW-Dla-l  Sati482 ~ Satt254 24.3933 5. 8071 1. 4997 e L13
NO E1 qHSW-G-1  AW734137 ~ Satt570 6. 8025 2.5016  0.8049 e L13
NO El qHSW-G-2 Satt564 ~ Sat_203 7.5648 3.6028  0.9244 g L13
NO E1 qHSW-1-1 Sat_268 ~ Sat_170 10. 7998 3.5747  1.0273 #fe L13
N1 E2 qHSW-J-2 Satt596 ~ Satid14 7.2201 2.5097 -0.7012 A4z 60
N1 E2 qHSW-L-2 Satt373 ~ Sat313 10. 4083 4.9746  —0.8847 Ak 60
N1 El qHSW-M-2 Sati210 ~ Satt346 8. 8658 2.8262  0.8249 e L13
N1 El qHSW-M-3 Sat_226 ~ Sati536 8. 3281 2.6366 —0.7369 A4 60
NO E2 qHSW-M-3 Sat_226 ~ Sati536 9. 0400 2.5031 —0.7089 A4k 60
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2.739 7 ~5.122 5, 5iHkZ N7. 206 2% ~ 14.942% .
HAARH R S FREE] 3 A~ QTL, 4351k ¢PNPP-
G-3 .qPNPP-G-4 Fll ¢qPNPP-L-1 , qPNPP-G-4 )} 5%
S (v BRI T 44k L13,gPNPP-G-3 Fil gPNPP-L-1
AR 1S 25 S A, RR R T Bk 60, il A5 14 Rzl
#) 3 4~ QTL, 4351} gPNPP-B2-1 .qPNPP-Dla-4
qPNPP-L-2 , qPNPP-B2-1 . qPNPP-Dla-4 il gPNPP-
L-2 f9 338 30 45 A 3 RO VR T A4k L13, H gPNPP-
DI a-4 ({3855 550 2 [ HE 2R IR T A4 60,

2.2.4  FEakcE & K6 E SRR B QTL
54,40 F €1 C2.G L %8 L, LOD {Hh
2.516 1~ 4.9562, Bt #k % N 6.7939% ~
18.487 6% i Aita & 444 F 4 5 3 4~ QTL, 43
Wk gSNPP-C2-4 ¢SNPP-G-2 Fil gSNPP-L-2 ,qSNPP-
C2-4 1) 18 3055 6 56 RO VR T AR A& L13, gSNPP-G-2
H1 gSNPP-L-2 3550356 56 N 3 2 R R T 5 4% 60,
TR TR 2 4> QTL, 7352 ¢SNPP-CI-1 F
qSNPP-C2-3 ,qSNPP-CI-1 R385 SRR T 4R
4 L13,¢SNPP-C2-3 e S SE N R TR T
4 60,

22,5 FioEd KK R E QTL 15
A, 43T B1 B2 [C1,C2 \Dla D1b E .G H.J.L,
N SEMEE L, LOD {H42.511 7 ~9. 645 1, k%N
5.518 4% ~27.105 9%  H: A Al 4544 T Kol 2]
8 A~ QTL, 43 5l gSWPP-BI-1 . gSWPP-BI-2 . qSW-
PP-C1-2, ¢SWPP-C2-3. qSWPP-H-2. ¢SWPP-J-1 .
qSWPP-L-3 . ¢qSWPP-N-1, ¢gSWPP-BI-2 . gSWPP-CI-2

F1 gSWPP-H-2 19 3% 250 55 v 1 PR ORI T AR 4 L13,
qSWPP-BI-1 . ¢SWPP-C2-3 . ¢SWPP-]-1 . gSWPP-L-3
F1 qSWPP-N-1 {330 55 B K H 5 R U8 T 54k 60,
MR F RS 8 A~ 4351 qSWPP-B2-2 qSW-
PP-C1-3 .¢SWPP-Dla-2 .qSWPP-D1b-3 . qSWPP-E-1I |
qSWPP-G-2 , ¢SWPP-H-2 i ¢SWPP-J-2, ¢SWPP-CI-3 ,
¢SWPP-DIa-2 .qSWPP-E-1 .gSWPP-H-2 Fil ¢SWPP-]-2
P 35 3% 45 7 i DO U T AR A4k L13, gSWPP-B2-2
qSWPP-DI1b-3 Fll gSWPP-G-2 3830 55 i L [ 8 5
KR TEA 60, e AN [a] Fioi b s AS (7] i 0 5%
PR SR 2] ) QTL J& ¢SWPP-H-2 34~ QTL A
AEE AR MK R %1 QTL,

2.2.6 HEE KBREEHTORE QTL 15 4,4
B F Al B1.CI.C2.D2 Dla G . I.J L M FE5{#f
F, LOD {4 N 2.501 6~ 6.503 8, &t fik &K W
5.603 3% ~24.393 3%  H AT A ST R I 2
9 A~ QTL, 53 3 qHSW-BI-1 .qHSW-CI-1 qHSW-C2-2
qHSW-D2-1 , qHSW-D2-2 . qHSW-G-1 . gHSW-G-2 , qH-
SW-I-1 . qHSW-M-3, gHSW-C1-1 . gHSW-D2-2 . qHSW-
G-1 .qHSW-G-2 Fll qHSW-1-1 W53 5540 36 R R U3 T
%A L13, qHSW-BI-1 . qHSW-C2-2 , qHSW-D2-1 I
qHSW-M-3 {38 R 8 5 R VR T A4k 60, it
FAPE T RIS 8 A, 5251 gHSW-AL-1 qHSW-AI-2.
qHSW-D2-2 . qHSW-DIa-1 . gHSW-]-2 . qHSW-L-2 . qH-
SW-M-2 . qHSW-M-3 , qgHSW-A1-1 . qHSW-D2-2 , gHSW-
Dla-1 Fl qHSW-M-2 F) 3 55 25 o7 3 ROk IR F 43 4k
113, gHSW-A1-2 . qHSW-J-2 . qHSW-L-2 1 qHSW-M-3
HIIERLEE or FE R B SR TR T Ak 60, H i #E K W]
TR bt 5 [ it A5 2T [RIAGI 21 % QTL 2 gH-
SW-D2-2 1 gHSW-M-3 ,3% 2 /> QTL 7] g2 5 Z i i
IR B% M QTL,

3 W

Dk B o 7 A AR QTL 40— 26 T
HOMENL A T HEAT , A B S A AE 86 06 280 BE o s 2
WK 5T SR SR AT QTL 407, BAAE
B R o TR 2R QL 47— A I 48 i 4%
PR ST, ACTIFS M IE 3 6 220 R G 2295 7 T %
KT B AL MRIERT QTL 4MhT, 25401, 7 71
At M R TG QTL i, 47 2 Bk S QTL
(gPH-BI-2 H1 qPH-F-1) .1 A FZEAE QTL ( gNN-
Dla-2) 1 AR R IEE QTL(gSWPP-H-2) 12
ANEPRCTE QTL( gHSW-D2-2 Fil gHSW-M-3 ) [ 76 iE 3
MR 1 ZUE 4 PF R R A ], 47 4 bk
QTL.S 25475 QTL 3 AN HUbk 3R QTL 3 i
HoBig QTL 7 ASHubfokc f OTL 7 A QTL ]
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TEATERNEAPE DRI 2], A 18 4 QTL.S A4
FEZE R QTL 3 A FR I X QTL 3 A F Bk XL
QTL.7 A~ bRk E QTL .6 A FkiE QTL Al £E it 4
HE 25 T AN R , 158 A AN [l it 26000 26 10 T 7 P i
AL FE RN TR o DR, 76 3R AT 20 7 B & A,
JOE AR AN 7] 14 it A 7K P 247 QL A 55 25 07 22 PR
DR

N T AT PR AR T E A SR QTL
TENEAE R RS B AT ST 5 BT AARIE /Y QTL 72
Heigt {3 ( GmComposite 2003 ) - iE47 3 X 4137
B, ZUREVIA 10 RRE QTL 11 A4~ 228
TR QTL. 6 A~ bk I KL QTL . 1 A~ Hibfoki £ QTL.,
2 AFARRKIE QTL .6 > ki QTL 5 aj A dRid
AR, A7 14 Pk QTL.6 325454k QTL,
2 A FABRSEEL QTL 4 S Bk £ QTL 13 > Hpfok E
QTL 4 A~ ik QTL YA 5T ig U B QTL,

4% i

P T i H A8 P b i ] Se0RE 2% T 2 o B v
TR BRSBTS MOk Y
QTL, %W 26 A~ QTL i sl & REAR 2 1A% /9 QTL fii
s, SERLR] 45 AR5 AT ARE B QTL 3 B % A=
A R B G AR L L, SR AT 50T S 6 ) A R
REMRNERIFT AL BFFEET R AIE T 16 it
AR AT T RER & 2] 5 2 A 2 QTL,
Oy TR AP TRk BRI EIAT TR FRR A
NEAE 2SI T G FE Al T] I S AN ] R 2 UIE A 25
TR IR ERAE T 0 Fouft o
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