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Table 1 Podding habit and growth habit of main soybean varieties in different period
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Fig. 1 Growth period plant height node number per
plant and branching number in main stem of different

varieties in different period
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Fig. 2 Pod number seeds number seeds weight per plant
and 100— seed— weight yield per area of different

varieties in different period
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DEVELOPMENT OF MAIN AGRONOMIC CHARACTERS OF
SOYBEAN VARIETIES IN SHANDONG PROVINCE

Zhan Lifeng Xu Ran Wang Caijie
(Crop Research Institute, Shandong Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Jinan 250100)

Abstract The evolution of main agronomic characters of 42 cultivated soybean varieties of Shandong prov-
ince for the past 50 years were studied. The results showed that most of the varieties were indeterminate in
1950s, and were determinate and semi—determinate from 1960s to 1990s; the days from emergence to ma-
turity decreased 5. 6 days; plant height decreased by 23. 2% ; nodes number in main stem decreased 3. 1;
inter node length shorted 0. 4 cm to 0. 9 cm; the effective branching number per plant decreased 1. 5; pods
number per plant decreased by 33. 7% ; seeds number per plant decrease by31.7%; 100 —seed weight in-
creased by 37. 9% ; seeds weight of per plant increased by 13.9%; yield per area increased by 48.7%. It is
suggested that in order to increased the yield, the productivity per plant should be improved, the plant
height increase appropriately, the inter node length shorted, the number of nodes in main stem increased,
and finally the number of pods in main stem increased.

Key words Soybean varieties; Agronomic characters; Shandong; Evolution
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